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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by tbis International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
is transmitted to the s^plicant according to Article 36. 



2. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including tiiis cover sheet 

I — I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
— amended and are the basis for tiiis report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 



70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instractions under the PCT). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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iffTERNATIONAL MKIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2003/000244 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of title mtemational application:* 
|X| &e international application as originally filed. 

I I die desanptioxi, pages , as originally filed, * 
pages , filed witii the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
I I tiie claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
, filed witii die demand, 
, received on with the letter of 
I I the drawings, pages » as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , recQivedon witii the letter of 
I I die sequence listing part of die description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which ^e international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the international application in written form, 

I I filed together with the international application in corr^uter readable form. 

|. I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in con^^uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. I J The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
\~\ the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. rn This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 

go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which fiave been furnished to the receivbig Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since th^ do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 2 6 and 70 J 7), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to wuier item I and annexed to this r^ort 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Rq>ort have been considered for the purposes of 



this report: 


Dl 


US 6102037 


D2 


US 6050260. 


D3 


IP 09-234247 


D4 


GB 2297914 


D5 


AU 14863/95 


D6 


US 2002/0100320 



The present claims define a system comprising: 1) gases supply means providing a flow of gases, 2) 
.hxmiidification means receiving said gases fi-om said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases 
up to a level of humidity prior to delivery to said patient, 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said 
humidification means to said patient, and 4) sensing means to sense the humidity, temperature or other attributes 
of said gases flow, said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled ia line between said 
humidification means and said transportation nieans. 

NOVELTY (N): Claims 1-25 

Dl discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means providing a flow of gases, 2) humidification means 
receiving said gases from said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of 
humidity prior to delivery to said patient (4), 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said . 
humidification means to said patient (5), and 4) sensing means (9,91) to sense the humidity, temperature or other 
attributes of said gases flow, said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line 
between said hxraiidification means and said transportation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not involve 
an inventive step in view of this document 

D2 discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means (15) providing a flow of gases, 2) hxmiidification 
means receiving said gases from said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of 
humidify prior to delivery to said patient (8), 3) transportation means conveying said gases fix>m said ■ 
humidification means to said patient (3), and 4) sensing means (1 1,12) to sense the humidify, temperature or 
other attributes of said gases flow, said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in 
line between said himaidification means and said transportation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not 
involve an inventive step in view of this docimimt. 
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VL Certain documents cited , 


1 . Certain ptiblislied documents (Rule 70. 10) 

>^plication No. Publicatioa date 
Patent No. (dav/month/year) 


Filing date 
(day/month/year) 


Priority date ( valid claim) 
(day/montlt/year) 


EP 1329240 Al 


23.07J2003 


17.06;1998 


17.06.1997 


WO 03/018096 Al 


06.03.2003 


15.08,2002 


20.08.2001 



EP 1329240 Al discloses a ^stem comprising: 1) gases supply means (1) providing a flow of gases, 2) humidification 
means receiving said gases from said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of 
humidity prior to delivery to said patient (4), 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said humidification 
means to said patient (14), and 4) sensing means (17,18,19,32,34,35) to sense the humidity, tenq)erature or other 
attributes of said gases flow, said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line between 
said humidification means and said transportation means. Claims 1-16 are new and do not involve an inventive step in 
view of this document as priority date of claims 1-16 have is earlier than publication date of EP 1329240 Al. 

See suppl^ental BOX for continuation of VI 1. 



2. Non-written disclosures ^ule 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure Date of written disclosure referring to 

(day/montfi/year) non-written disclosure 

• (day/monthfyear) 
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Intematioiial application No. 

PCT/N2a003/000244 

Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of IV 1 

WO 03/018096 Al discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means (1) providing a iflow of gases, 2) 
Kumidification means receiving said gases from said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gaises up to a 
level of humidity prior to delivery to said patient (2), 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said 
humidification means to said patient (3a), and 4) sensing means (5) to sense the himiidity, temperature or other 
attributes of said gases flow, said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coiq>led in line between 
said humidification means and said transportation means. Claims 1-16 are new and do not involve an inventive step in 
view of this document as priority date of claims 1-16 have is earlier than publication date of WO 03/018096 Al 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continaation of V 

D3 discloses a system comprising: 1) gases siqiply means providing a flow of gases, 2) humidification means receiving 
said gases from said gases supply means and capable of hunaidifying said gases up to a level of himiidity prior to 
delivery to said patient (6), 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said humidification means to said 
patient (2), and 4) sensing means (10,1 1) to sense the hinnidity, ten^erature or other attributes of said gases flow, said 
sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line between said humidification means and said 
transportation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not involve an inventive step in view of this document 

D4 discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means (4) providing a flow of gases, 2) humidification means 
receiving said gases fi*om said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of faumidily 
prior to delivery to said patient (22), 3) transportation means conveying said gases fi-om said humidification means to 
said patient (16), and* 4) sensing means (3) to sense the humidity, temperature or other attributes of said gases flow, said 
sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line between said humidification means and said 
transportation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not involve an inventive step in view of this document 

D5 discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means providing a flow of gases, 2) hxmiidification means receiving 
said gases fi-om said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of humidity prior to 
delivery to said patient (3), 3). transportation means conveying said gases from said humidification means to said 
patient (7), and 4) sensing means (12,13) to sense the himiidity, temperature or other attributes of said gases flow, said 
sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line between said humidification means and said 
transpCMTtation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not involve an inventive step in view of this docum^t 

• D6 discloses a system comprising: 1) gases supply means (1) providing a flow of gases, 2) humidification means 
receiving said gases from said gases supply means and capable of humidifying said gases up to a level of humidity 
prior to delivery to said patient (4), 3) transportation means conveying said gases from said humidification means to 
said patient (14), and 4) sensing means (17,18) to sense the himiidity, temperature or other attributes of said gases flow, 
said sensing means contained within a housing that is releasably coupled in line between said humidification means and 
said transportation means. Claims 1-16 are not new and do not involve an inventive step in view of this document. 
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